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Highly anticipated, BSMT gallery in Dalston is proud to announce
‘Ascension, a powerful, new group exhibition featuring the works of
four Contemporary Black artists: Euan Roberts, Errol Theunissen,

Kay Gasei, and Stephen Anthony Davids, co-curated with Stephen
Anthony Davids. The exhibition will run from June 15 to July 2, 2023, at
BSMT Gallery, 529 Kingsland Road, E84AR, London

About the Exhibition

Ascension is the act of rising up, an upward trajectory. The under-
representation or exclusion of people of colour in the art world or
gallery setting is changing, subverting the historic dominance of the
White male perspective in Western Art. This exhibition brings together
four British African-Caribbean artists who, through their work, explore
Black identity and the Black experience within the context of living
and practising in London/UK.

The premise of the exhibition is to shift once again the elitism of the
Art world, to introduce a ‘genre’ response to the notion of ‘Blackness’
or Black centric art which has become governed by curators,
collectors and galleries who control the rise and fall of young artists.
‘Ascension’ is not just an exhibition; it's a journey of self-discovery
and artistic evolution. These self-taught artists embrace a language
akin to early Graffiti, there is a common graphic sensibility across the
work fusing Contemporary art with Illustration and folk art. Each artist,
through their unique lens, explores what ascension means to them,
creating a tapestry of experiences and narratives that resonate with
urban life in the UK. The artists, though UK-based, draw inspiration
from their African and Caribbean roots, infusing their work with a
profound sense of identity and heritage.

About the Artists

Euan Roberts, an artist of mixed Bajan and Scottish heritage, uses
his art to analyse the human condition distilling feelings of humour,
hope, suffering, joy, love and longing via his idiosyncratic cast of
animal avatars and visual metaphors. His work is centred on what it

means to be human, but humans remain absent from his art. Euan’s work
also examines his journey as a person of colour navigating their way
through the art world.

Errol Theunissen, originally from Zimbabwe, is a self-taught painter
and illustrator based in Middlesbrough. Art became a significant part
of his life after he severely injured his spine and legs in a motor vehicle
accident. Errol's work is still tied to these roots whilst also taking on the
urban feel of the city in which he lives and creates.

Kay Gasei, of Zambian heritage, is a London-based mixed media

artist, illustrator, and designer. His work explores themes of culture

and narratives, both mythical and historical. For Kay, ‘Ascension’ is an
opportunity to explore his feelings and trajectory as he is two years into
his career as a fine artist. He sees this new piece as an ideal occasion to
share that interior space he usually keeps for himself.

Stephen Anthony Davids is an artist whose work serves as a visual diary
of his world. His art, which explores line and textures, is a reflection of
his experiences and observations. Stephen’s work is deeply influenced
by his role as a Behaviour Consultant, where he works closely with
children. This experience has allowed him to see the beauty in play,
communication, and all aspects of human existence. Through art and
writing, he observes children expressing an authentic self that is clean,
and these experiences feed into his work, prevalent in the faces he draws
or paints.

As co-curator, Stephen explains ‘Ascension’ is more than an exhibition;
it's a personal journey towards clarity and balance. He views life and art
as a continual ascent, a process of growth and evolution that persists
regardless of the crossroads one may encounter.

For enquiries on available works please email
access@bsmt.co.uk
Find us at 529 Kingsland rd, EB4AR



‘Blue(s)’ by Stephen Anthony Davids
0il on canvas

150 X202 cm

£6300




‘Blue(s)’ by Stephen Anthony Davids
0il on panel

80 x 80cm (framed)

£3600




‘Soul Sist(a)’ by Stephen Anthony Davids
0il on panel

80 x 80 cm (framed)

£3600




‘Blue(s)’ by Stephen Anthony Davids
0il on found door
79x103cm
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‘Here With You' by Euan Roberts
Acrylic on canvas

100cm x 100cm

£2400




‘AHero's Journey’ by Euan Roberts
Acrylic on canvas

100cm x 100cm

£2400




‘The Journey’ by Errol Theunissen
0il on canvas

94.4 x 125¢m (framed)

£1050




‘The Weight of the Crown' by Errol Theunissen
0il and mixed media on canvas

43 x 53cm (framed)

£550




‘Not Feeling the Beach' by Errol Theunissen
0il on canvas

64 x 84cm (framed)

£700




‘The Visitor’ by Errol Theunissen
0il on canvas

54 x 44 cm (framed)

£600




‘In Your Defense, Non Compos Mentis' by Kay Gasei
0il, oil sticks and oil pastels on reverse primed canvas
100 x 100cm

£5450




‘Nightmarchers' by Kay Gasei

Giclee print on Hahnmuhle photo rag pearl, 320gsm
Edition of 10

59.4 x 59.4cm [ 73.5 x 73.5¢m (framed)

£400 | £575 (framed)




FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT:
ACCESS@BSMT.CO.UK

BSMTSPACE.BIGCARTEL.COM EXHIBITION
529 KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, E8 4AR CATALOGUE



